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The Wisdom of St Thomas Aquinas

This Friday (28th January) we keep the feast of St
Thomas Aquinas. As a young novice, this saint was

one of the cleverest men in history.

His greatest work (though he wrote many) was the Summa Theologica
a sort of compendium of Catholic philosophy and theology which

though it is in fact one of the
masterpieces of Christian thought!

Towards the beginning of his great work, Thomas gives his famous

assistance of Divine Revelation, can come to know the existence of
God. The five ways are these:

1. Movement. In the world we see motion but motion implies a

and this we call God.

2. Cause. Things in the world are produced by their causes but these
in turn were produced by their causes, and so on. Ultimately there

and this we call God.

they come into existence, decay and ultimately pass away.
Our whole world, in fact, is contingent. But contingent things demand
as their ultimate explanation a non-contingent, necessary being
and this we call God.

4. Perfection. Looking round the world we see that some things
are more perfect than others. But this implies there must be
something which is most perfect, against which everything else is
judged and this we call God.

5. Order. The universe we see around us is ordered were it not,
no sort of life could exist. But order implies a Mind, which brings about
the order and this we call God.

In an age which often opposes faith and reason, St Thomas reminds us
that human learning can and should be in harmony with Divine
Wisdom. The world around us is a gift from God and the better we
understand it, the nearer to Him we grow.
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TODAY ~ Sunday ~ 24th January

1600 Baptism Rehearsal (February)
1730 Confirmation Enrolment
1830 Youth Club Yrs 8 / 9
Monday 25th

Baptist Church
1945 Around the World in 18 Musicals
Tuesday 26th

2000 Mothers Prayers - Lady Chapel
Wednesday 27th

1400 Faith in the Family - CC School
1930 Forum Christi - PC1
1930 Marriage Preparation I
Thursday 28th

2000 RCIA / Evangelium - PC3
Friday 29th

1930 Confirmation I - Icebreaker
Saturday 30th

1000
Recollection / Renewal

Next Sunday ~ 31st January

Collection for Catholic Education Service
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2nd collection in Aid of

Haiti earthquake victims

The Holy Father is urging the world
to continue to help Haiti after the
recent devastating earthquake.

this particularly delicate period in
the life of the nation, the
international community offers
concrete gestures and support to

In response to this appeal, we will
have a second collection this
weekend 23 / 24 January.

This weekÕs extra events

TODAY ~ Sunday 4th July
14th Ordinary Sunday (Year C)    

NB.  During July the wall safe to the left 
of the Sacred Heart Shrine is allocated to 

PETER’S PENCE 

1230   Baptisms 
Tuesday 6th

1030   Ascent Group - PC1 

11th July 2010
15th Ordinary Sunday (Year C)   

Sea Sunday 
(see page 2)

Sunday 11th will be Fr Joseph’s last 
day with us before he returns to Uganda.  

We take this opportunity to thank him 
for all his work with us during the past 

few weeks, and pray for him and his 
mission in Kampala, and ask for 

God’s blessings upon him.

The Pope teaches…
During a January 2008 General Audience, the Holy 
Father explored what S. Augustine of  Hippo meant 
when he said, God is “more intimately present to me 
than my inmost being” (De vera religione):

“Saint Augustine taught that by belonging to the 
Church, we are so closely united to Christ that we 
‘become’ Christ, the head whose members we 
are. As our head, Christ prays in us, yet he also 
prays for us as our priest, and we pray to him as 
our God. If  we ask what particular message Saint 
Augustine has for the men and women of today, 
it is perhaps his emphasis on our need for truth. 
Listen to the way he describes his own search for 
God's truth: ‘You were within me and I sought 
you outside, in the beautiful things that you had 
made. You were with me, but I was not with you. 
You called me, you cried out and broke open my 
deafness. I tasted you, and now I hunger and 
thirst for you.’ Let us pray that we too may 
discover the joy of  knowing God's truth.”

SIGNS AND BLUNDERS
Self deprecating humour is a British trait, out of necessity, rather than desire, 
I suspect. Take, for example, that infamous Welsh bi-lingual road sign: in 
English, it read, “No entry  for heavy  goods vehicles”; however, the Welsh 
translation read, “I am not in the office at the moment. Send any work to be 
translated”.  Swansea Council (a.k.a. Na nid yw'n golygu hyn) are to be 
congratulated for this giggle, and for taking the fall out with such good grace!
Nevertheless, signs and symbols are an important part of life, albeit things to 
which we, sometimes, pay little attention. In the academic world, there is 
even a study  called ʻSemioticsʼ, where boffins consider what constitutes the 
ʻsignifierʼ and ʻsignifiedʼ. 
In todayʼs readings, we see Isaiah using Jerusalem as a signifier for 
something much greater than the historic city  to which the post-Exilic Jewish 
community  desired to return after their captivity  in Babylon. Their yearning 
for the city  is poignant; Isaiah encourages them in this by referring to it as a 
mother, feeding her young: they are at their most vulnerable, whilst their 
mother is most sacrificial. In doing this, he is looking ahead to the time of the 
Church, our ʻHoly  Motherʼ, and the grace of the Sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist, where Christ feeds us with His very  Self. This is truly a prayer 
answered and it is easy  to imagine Psalm 65 - a portion of which we hear 
today  - being sung as they approached the broken walls of Mount Zion 
2,700-years-ago. We sing it today in our approach to this altar and sanctuary. 
In recalling the mighty  works of God, in bringing the Hebrew peoples from 
the earlier captivity  of Egypt, the post-Exilic Jews must have felt history  was 
repeating itself, as now they, the chosen people, were again liberated, this 
time from the slavery  of Babylon. The joy  is overwhelming, and is expressed 
in the last stanza as the psalmist calls upon all of us to hear 
his personal testimony: the Lord answered my prayer!
One reason why  the Jewish people were so vulnerable, 
and so easily recognized, lay  in the marks of their faith: 
they bore the outward signs of the Covenant 
between God and His people, given in the Law, 
ʻTorahʼ.  At first glance, it is easy  to conclude 
that S. Paul, in our second reading, is 
criticizing the Jews of his day  for keeping Torah, 
which hitherto, had set them apart for the Lord. However, 
his is not a criticism, but rather a call to all who love God, 
to recognize that the sign with which we proclaim our faith 
is that of the Universal New Covenant, made in the blood of 
Christ, and sealed upon the Cross. It is of a far more 
interior nature, but it will also make us all the more hated 
by  the world: it is a sign of contradiction, it is the Sign of the 
Cross. If we think Swanseaʼs road sign is confusing, then consider how 
those outside of the Church see the Cross, with its call to sacrifice.
S. Paul knew this already: when preaching to the Corinthians, he described 
the Cross as being an insurmountable problem for the Jews (how could the 
Messiah die so ignominiously?) and folly to the Greeks (who prized human 
philosophy above all else). …   Continued on page 2
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Next Sunday is ‘Sea Sunday’ 
‘A bit about the Apostleship of the Sea’

We are often know as ‘Stella Maris; after the name given to seafarers’ hostels provided by AoS in ports around the world.  Our 
patroness is Our Lady ‘Stella Maris’, translated as Our Lady Star of  the Sea.
Founded in 1922, the Apostleship of  the Sea (AoS), provides the pastoral outreach of  the Catholic Church to all seafarers.
95% of all goods we use and consume in the UK are transported by sea.  However, the conditions of seafarers are hidden from 
us.  Typically recruited from Third World countries where wages are lower, seafarers work away from home for 9 to 12 months at 
a time, often suffering loneliness, depression, dangerous working conditions, spiritual deprivation and exploitation.
AoS deploys port chaplains and ship visitors who welcome seafarers to our shores and provide for their pastoral and practical 
needs - regardless of creed or nationality.  Statistics show that 60% of seafarers are Catholics, and they are given the 
opportunity to attend Mass and receive the Sacraments.  
We recognise seafarers as our brothers and sisters in need, and seek to bring the loving presence of Christ into their midst.  We 
stand alongside seafarers, seeking to promote their dignity as human beings within a modern globalised industry which often 
disregards their needs.
Although we are an official Church agency, we receive no central funding from the Church, the Vatican or the Government.  We 
rely entirely on voluntary donations.  Our annual Sea Sunday appeal is a vital source of income, without which we simply would 
not be able to sustain our work.
In the first place, please consider making a donation because we cannot sustain our ministry without your help.             
Secondly, please pray for seafarers, their families and all those who care for them.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We pray for seafarers, who are far from home and loved ones, who know the pain of  
isolation, anxiety and fear, and who long for friendship and support.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please use envelopes attached to this bulletin for your donation, gift-aided where possible, and return next Sunday.

Richard Challoner School
Fun Day - 

Sunday 11th July 2010
12noon - 4pm

Apart from the usual Fun Day 
activities, with music, refreshments 

and games for all the family, there will 
be a 5-a-side football tournament, 
dodgeball competitions, a bucking 

bronco & a fantastic inflatable arena!!
See poster in the narthex for 
more details.  Come and join 
the family fun!  All welcome!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Union of 
Catholic 
Mothers
are holding their annual FISH & CHIP 

SUPPER on Tuesday 13th July at 7.45pm 
in our PC Hall. Cost £6.  Everyone’s 

invited to this very enjoyable evening, 
which will include a raffle.  For further 

details please contact Rita on 020 8942 
9780, or speak to Agnes in the parish 

office during office hours.

Continued  from page 1

… In our day, it is an agony  for secularists who wish to deny that a Christian 
understanding of duty, service and sacrifice has any  place in a ʻrationalʼ 
society, in spite of these qualities building our civilization in the first place. 
In todayʼs Gospel, Jesusʼ commissioning of the ʻSeventy-Twoʼ (representing 
the Churchʼs mission to the whole world - Cf Genesis 10) comes in a narrative 
of ascent, as he journeys up  to Jerusalem; however, He is not returning from 
slavery or exile, but rather, He is journeying forward to bring an end to our 
slavery, by redeeming us (paying the price) with His Cross, in Jerusalem. 
Slavery  and exile are, for us today, signifiers of sin. We are all slaves to sin, 
and it is only  through the Cross, that we can overcome sin as Christ has paid 
the necessary price to redeem us from that slavery. We journey  in the Church, 
returning from our exile, and are greeted by  the open arms of the Saviour as 
He hangs on the Cross out of love for us; for, as the Catechism teaches: “… 
the sacrifice of Christ secretly  becomes the source from which the forgiveness 
of our sins will pour forth inexhaustibly.” (CCC §1851) This is why  our ʻPsalm of 
Ascentʼ today  accompanies our journey towards the altar, which is where we 
find the Cross: the ultimate sign of love: the signifier and the signified!
When next we make the sign of the Cross, take a moment to recall that 
unfortunate and confusing road sign in Swansea. Having been led from exile 
by  the good signage of our fellow pilgrims within the Church, may  our 
willingness to take the saving mark of the Cross, and thus become signs for 
others, never be lost in translation!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Youth 2000's Fund-Raising Black Tie Summer Ball
Saturday 24th July 2010 from 6pm - 11.30pm at

Thistle Hotel, Bryanston St, Marble Arch, London W1H 7EH
See poster for further details or contact info@youth2000.org or 020 8675 2743
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Evangelium
weekend for young Catholic adults (18-35) 
Exploring Catholic Faith in the modern world 
Friday 6th to Sunday 8th August 2010 

The Oratory School, Reading, Berkshire.

£95 full board.  Please book early
Spaces limited to 180 guests.

Flyers & booking forms available in the 
Pastoral Centre corridor and Parish Office.

• Dynamic talks by excellent speakers.
• Discuss and talk informally with our speakers 

about today’s hot issues.
• Daily Mass & Eucharistic Adoration.
• Opportunities for Confession, and personal 

renewal in faith.
• Attractive venue at top Catholic school with 

beautiful countryside.
• Evening entertainment and sports.
More than twenty workshops to choose from, 
led by experts in philosophy, theology, biblical 
studies, science, apologetics, teaching and 
communication.

  

More information at:   
www.evangelium.co.uk
or call  07526 908741

Pope Benedict XVI
journeys to England & Scotland

Follow the Holy Father on his historic visit to England and Scotland live,
16-19th September on Eternal EWord Television Network (EWTN).

From his touch-down in Scotland to
the Beatification of  the Venerable John Henry Cardinal Newman in Coventry,

EWTN will be there with complete coverage from a Catholic perspective.
For the best in Catholic Television - world events and global Catholic news,

series, documentaries, plays, concerts, live call-in chat shows, youth 
programmes,  and live daily Mass, turn to EWTN, the global Catholic network.
There is an EWTN poster on the narthex noticeboard and free programme schedules.

Catholic Television from EWTN Global Catholic Network is now on SKY (Channel 589).

For those without SKY, EWTN TV and Radio is also available on SKY’s Freesat service.
This service offers 200 free channels including BBC channels and ITV channels 1 to 5.

There is an installation cost of  £175, and thereafter there are no monthly charges.

EWTN can also be tuned in on BBC Freesat.

Free monthly programmes and advice about EWTN are available by telephoning
St Clare Media on  0208 350 2542.

EWTN also has special programmes and website for children.  Go to www.ewtn.co.uk  
and click on ETWNKids.  EWTN is a great present for children to give to their retired 

parents, or for grandparents to give to their grandchildren.  
There’s no need to buy a new TV.

New Malden Fortnight Prayer Walking July 2010
Can you join a group (for approximately an hour), to pray for your 

community?  Below are the dates, times and starting points for each walk:
NB.  Please note especially Tues 13th, when St Joseph’s lead the walk.

*On these days there will NOT be a prayer walk, but Prayer for the 
Community will be included within the regular Communion Service at the 

Methodist Church.  Please do your best to join one of  the walks so we can 
unite in much needed-prayer for our community.

New Malden Fortnight 
Craft Fair - Sat 10th July

on the Saturday of  the Malden 
Fortnight, there will be the usual

Craft Fair in New Malden High Street.  
As per previous years, there will a 
Prayer Tent outside the Methodist 

Church between the hours of  
10.00am and 2.00pm. 

Chris and Elspeth Coke of  Christ 
Church will be responsible for 

preparing the rota on behalf  of  CTiM. 
Would you please consider being part 
of  the rota for an hour or more during 
the day. The duties are not onerous - 

simply to be available to pray with 
people passing by and to spend a 

short time listening to concerns they 
wish to share, if  needed. It is an 

opportunity for Churches Together
to be visible within the community of  

New Malden on this occasion.
Please either reply to Elspeth and 

Chris by e-mail or ring them on 
020 8942 7388. We look forward to 
hearing from you and seeing some 

of you on the day!

Mon 5th July 8pm Methodist Church

Tues 6th July 8pm St Johnʼs, Kingston Road

Wed 7th July 12noon Methodist Church*

Thurs 8th July 8pm Christ Church

Fri 9th July 8pm SW Vineyard Church, Blagdon Rd

Mon 12th July 8pm Baptist Church

Tues 13th July 8pm St Josephʼs

Wed 14th July 12noon Methodist Church*

Thurs 15th July 8pm St Jamesʼs

Fri 16th July 8pm United Reformed Church
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Eucharistic Adoration
every Thursday

from the 10am Mass until 9pm
concluding with Benediction at 8.50pm.

Additionally on 1st Saturdays:  1030-1130;
and also Fridays during May:  1030-1130.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Confession
(Sacrament of  Reconciliation) 

every Saturday after the 10am Mass 
(ie. 10.30 - 11.30am) and before
the 6pm Mass (ie. 5.15 - 5.45pm) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Parish Priest:  Father Peter Edwards
Assistant Priest: Awaiting appointment 
Permanent Deacons:
 The RevÕd John Sampson  
 The RevÕd John-Simon Lawson
Parish Secretary: Mrs Agnes Vella
Parish Treasurer: Mr David Roberts
Director of Music: Mr Antony Matthews
Pastoral Centre: Mr Oliver Patton
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your generosity last weekend

Gift Aid Standing Orders               £ 1,358
Gift Aid Envelopes            £    514
Loose Cash            £    509

Total for the Parish            £ 2,381

LÕAquila Youth Exchange          £ 2,244

Saints this week
One of the largest crowds ever assembled 

for a canonization - 250,000 - symbolized 
the reaction of millions touched by the 
simple story of Maria Goretti (1890-1902).

She was the daughter of a poor Italian 
tenant farmer, had no chance to go to school, 
never learned to read or write. She made her 
First Communion not long before her death 
at age 12, but had struggled with catechesis.

On a hot afternoon in July, Maria was 
sitting at the top of the stairs of her house, 
mending a shirt. She was not quite 12-years-
old, but physically mature. A cart stopped 
outside, and an 18-year-old neighbour, 
Alessandro, ran up the stairs. He seized her 
& pulled her into a bedroom. She struggled 
and tried to call for help. “No, God does not 
wish it," she cried out. “It is a sin. You would 
go to hell for it.” Alessandro began striking 
at her blindly with a long dagger.

She was taken to a hospital. Her last hours 
were marked by the usual simple compassion 
of the good - concern about where her 
mother would sleep, forgiveness of her 
murderer (she had long been in fear of him, 
but said nothing, lest she cause trouble to his 
family) and her devout welcoming of 
Viaticum, her last Holy Communion. She died 
24 hours after the attack.

Her murderer was sentenced to 30 years in 
prison. For a long time he was unrepentant 
and surly. One night he had a dream or 
vision of Maria, gathering flowers & offering 
them to him. His life changed. When he was 
released after 27 years, his first act was to 
beg the forgiveness of Maria’s mother.

Devotion to the young martyr grew, 
miracles were worked, and in less than half a 
century she was canonized. At her 
beatification in 1947, her mother (then 82), 
two sisters and a brother appeared with the 
Venerable Pope Pius XII on the balcony of S. 
Peter’s. Three years later, at her 
canonization, her attacker, 66-year-old 
Alessandro Serenelli, knelt among the 
quarter of a million people and cried tears of 
joy at her raising to the altars.

S. Joseph’s is blessed to possess a relic of 
this remarkable saint.

MASS TIMES, FEASTS, READINGS & INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
Divine Office: Psalter Week 2        Rotas: Team 1 today  (Team 2 on Sun 11th July)

  To have a Mass offered for your intention (see above), take a Mass Offering envelope 
from the back of church and return it via the collection basket or Presbytery letterbox.

Sunday 4th July 

14th Ordinary Sunday (Year C)

Isaiah 66:10-14;  Galatians 6:14-18;
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

1800 (Sat)    John Wright RIP
0930           Breda Fitzgerald
1130           Louis & Marion Wittinbaker RIP
1730             People of the Parish
Monday 5th -  Feria, 
 or St Anthony Mary Zaccaria, priest
Hosea 2:16-18, 21-22;  Matthew 9:18-26
0700  Christina Petronella Heyns RIP
1000  Reggie Coelho RIP
Tuesday 6th - Feria, 
 or St Maria Goretti, virgin & martyr
Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13;  Matthew 9:32-38
  No 7am Mass on Tuesdays 
1000  Charlotte Fawcett’s 
  successful surgery
Wednesday 7th - Feria
Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12;  Matthew 10:1-7

No Wednesday 7am Mass this May - July
1000  Lucy Vaughan-Neil’s birthday

Thursday 8th - Feria
Hosea 11:1-4, 8-9;  Matthew 10:7-15
0700  Christina Petronella Heyns RIP
1000  Fr John Kilmartin RIP 

Friday 9th -  Feria, or SS Augustine Zhao Rong, 
 priest & companions
Hosea 14:2-10;  Matthew 10:16-23
0700  Chris Grayling
1000  Deceased Aunt Iris RIP

Saturday 10th - Feria, or Our Lady
Isaiah 6:1-8;  Matthew 10:24-33
1000  Betty Stevens

Sunday 11th July 

15th Ordinary Sunday (Year C)

Deuteronomy 30:10-14;  Colossians 1:15-20;
Luke 10:25-37

1800 (Sat)    Teresa Wright RIP
0930           Bridget Bernadette Fitzgerald RIP
1130           Mrs Ian Maria Lobo RIP
1730             People of the Parish

Votive Lamps at the Shrines
To light a lamp for your intentions at one 
of the Shrines, put an envelope through 
the Presbytery letter-box or into the 
Sunday collection basket with your offering 
(£5 for a 7-day lamp, or £3 for a 3-day 
lamp in the Lady Chapel), stating:
   1. The Shrine, and your Intention. 
   2. Preferred Saturday start date. 
   3. Your name and Ôphone number.
 

 This week’s lamps are for: 
Our Lady: Deacon John & Maureen Sampson
Sacred Heart:  Charlotte Fawcett’s recovery
St Joseph: The Vella Families
St Therese / St  John Fisher:  
Fr Joseph Luzindana & his Kampala parish
St Thomas More / St Anthony:
Fr Gerald Abuachi & L’Aquila Youth
St Pius X: Fr David Hutton’s health

The statue of  the Cure d’Ars has now returned
to Fr David Hutton - with thanks for kindly loaning it 

to our Parish during the Year for Priests.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Altar Servers News
10-13 August - stay at the beautiful 
Woldingham Convent School in Caterham, 
for servers aged 10+.    Cost £135.      
For details see poster in the servers 
sacristy and the narthex or pick up a 
leaflet from the sacristy.

The Parish Office is open Monday - Friday  9.15am - 12.30pm.
Telephone 020 8942 2602.  Email: secretary@stjoseph-newmalden.org.uk


